


The Green Home
Essentials:

Water-Saving Fixture Certi�cations
(Such as the EPA WaterSense) 

These impact water cost
savings and conservation.3

Ask your
REALTOR®: 

Are the toilets and showerheads EPA WaterSense certi�ed?“ ”

What it is
A simple binary check (Yes/No) against the EPA's WaterSense label, which 
is given to products like toilets, faucets, and showerheads that
are at least 20% more water-ef�cient than average, while still providing 
satisfactory performance. Since 2019, California has required all
residential properties to have water-conserving �xtures installed
(Note: this is not a point-of-sale requirement -- if the property is non-
compliant, the seller must include that information in their disclosures).

Commute/Walk/
Transit Score

A location's score is a critical social sustainability
metric that directly impacts lifestyle, transportation
costs and carbon footprint.5

Ask your
REALTOR®: 

What essential services (groceries, pharmacy, transit stop)
can I reliably access near this home without needing a car?“ ”

What it is
A numerical rating (like the Walk Score, Bike Score or Transit Score)
that measures the property's proximity to amenities, transit and jobs.
This can demonstrate the savings (both �nancial and carbon-related)
from a reduced reliance on driving.

Climate Resilience/
Flood Risk Score

This measure of risk can be especially relevant
to California homebuyers in wild�re, mudslide
or �ood-prone areas. 4

Ask your
REALTOR®: 

What is the property's speci�c �ood or wild�re risk score?“ ”

What it is
A numerical risk rating (often from third-party services such FortressFire’s 
Wild�re Disclosure Report or FEMA's �ood maps) that measures a property's 
vulnerability to speci�c climate hazards like �ooding, heat or wild�re
(Note: in California, buyers also typically receive a Natural Hazards Disclosure 
Report telling them if the property is located in certain hazard zones).
These scores are used as risk management tools to help buyers understand 
the long-term cost of ownership, such as insurance premiums and potential 
property damage.
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