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2009-2010 State Candidate Questionnaire 

Use this form to interview candidates for:  State Assembly or State Senate
DATE:  __________    

DISTRICT NUMBER: ______    CAMPAIGN ID# _______________
CANDIDATE NAME: ___________________________________________________

OFFICE SOUGHT: _____________________________________________________ 

1.   REAL ESTATE TRANSACTION DISPUTES

Because of the complexity, the significant investment and strong emotions involved in real estate transactions, it is not uncommon for disputes to arise.   
Should anyone take on the role of “umpire” to ensure that the transaction is fair for all parties concerned?

In particular, what responsibility, if any, should the REALTOR have in making sure that all parties are adequately informed and protected?

Who should hold the various participants in the transaction accountable? (government regulators? the courts? private attorneys?)

Is it appropriate for parties to agree in advance to have their disputes resolved by a mechanism  (mediation? arbitration?) other than a lawsuit?

2.   HOUSING

California faces a crisis in the availability and affordability of housing and policy makers must respond to the crisis.
Should government regulate the resale price of privately owned housing?

Should government regulate the price of rental housing? If so, when?

Should government be able to restrict the right of any owner to occupy his or her own property?

What has government done that impairs the supply or affordability of housing?

What can government do to enhance the supply of housing?

3.   REAL ESTATE RELATED MANDATES

Policy makers often want property owners to make improvements or changes (resource conservation or occupant safety) to their real property before it is sold. 

Is there any change that is so important that it should be imposed at point of sale but not on all properties?

If a change is required, who (buyer, real estate agent, lender, escrow agent, owner, renter, seller) should be responsible for making that change?

4.   LAND USE

Population projections indicate California’s population will grow by at least 12 million people by the year 2020. As a state with a history favoring “local control”, it is sometimes difficult to address problems, including traffic congestion, air pollution, the decline of open space, over burdened infrastructure, and housing availability and affordability.

How should these problems be addressed?

Should cities and counties be the primary decision maker on their land use, infrastructure and environmental issues? 

What role, if any, should state government play?

Is there a role for regional government?

5.   GOVERNMENT FINANCE / TAXES
Since the passage of Proposition 13 in 1978, methods of financing government services at all levels of government have significantly changed. 

Are the current systems for raising revenue to pay for government services equitable to all parties? 

Do they provide sufficient revenues to fund infrastructure and public services? 

Do they encourage or discourage property ownership? 

Do they promote strong, fiscally stable communities? 

Does the current tax system provide for appropriate allocation and control of existing revenues?

How does the current tax system enhance or stifle development?   If changes were appropriate to the current tax structure and revenue allocation system, what would you recommend?

Date ___________

CANDIDATE SIGNATURE_________________________________________________

Please forward responses to: 
David Howard
Director of CREPAC
California Association of REALTORS®
980 Ninth Street, Ste. 1430


Sacramento, CA 95814
Tel (916) 492-5200
FAX (916) 444-1794 
E-mail: lisae@car.org
Last updated:  October 27, 2007
