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The C.A.R. Model MLS Rules (Effective 2-09) have been revised to adopt all required and discretionary terms of the NAR VOW rules and policy per the DOJ vs NAR Final Settlement Order.  To assist your MLS in assessing whether to mirror the C.A.R. Model MLS Rules in including all of these optional parity and non-parity VOW rules in your local MLS rules, you should consider the questions summarizing the rules below.
A. Parity Provisions:  VOW rules contain a “parity mandate” requiring that certain restrictions can only be imposed on VOW brokers as long as the same restrictions are in place for non-VOW brokers.  In some instances, adoption of parity provisions will entail a marked change to existing practice.  The questions for your MLS to ask in this section are as follows:
1. 
Should both non-VOW and VOW rules prohibit display to consumers of (a) expired, withdrawn, or pending (“under contract”) listings; (b) compensation offered; (c) listing type; (d) personal seller information; and (e) broker-only showing instructions?  If yes, then no changes are necessary to the revised C.A.R. Model MLS Rules set forth in the IBP. [See 12.15.2 and 12.19.15].  [Note: (a) through (e) are not required to be bound together as a block and may be selected individually.] 
2. Should both non-VOW and VOW rules prohibit MLS content from being altered but allow it to be augmented with additional permissible information as long as other source is clearly identified?  If yes, then no changes are necessary to the revised C.A.R. Model MLS Rules set forth in the IBP.  [See 12.15.1(a), 12.16(e) and 12.19.16].
3. Should both non-VOW and VOW rules require placement of a disclaimer i.e. “data deemed reliable but not guaranteed…” on display of listing data?  If yes, then no changes are necessary to the revised C.A.R. Model MLS Rules set forth in the IBP.  [See 12.15.1(d) and 12.19.17].

4. Should both non-VOW and VOW rules require that display of listings (online and in all other mediums, i.e. client sheets, emails, etc.) identify the name of the listing firm and the listing broker or agent in a readily visible color, in a reasonably prominent location, and in typeface not smaller than the median typeface used in the display of listing data?  If yes, then no changes are necessary to the revised C.A.R. Model MLS Rules set forth in the IBP.  [See 12.15.1(b) and 12.19.18].  
5. Should both non-VOW and VOW rules limit the number of listings that a consumer may view in response to an inquiry?  If yes, then no changes are necessary to the revised C.A.R. Model MLS Rules set forth in the IBP.  [See 12.15.1(c) and 12.19.19].

B. Non-Parity Optional Rules:  These discretionary rules outline permissible regulations that an MLS may impose on a VOW.  The questions for your MLS to ask in this section are as follows:

1. Should VOW Registants’ passwords be required to be periodically reconfirmed?  If yes, then no changes are necessary to the revised C.A.R. Model MLS Rules set forth in the IBP.  [See 12.19.20].

2. Should VOWs be subjected to regulation regarding placement of Participant’s logo and contact information to reduce risk of misleading advertising and co-branding?  If yes, then no changes are necessary to the revised C.A.R. Model MLS Rules set forth in the IBP.  [See 12.19.21].

3. Should VOWs be required to identify the source of any listing displayed that is not from the operative MLS?  If yes, then no changes are necessary to the revised C.A.R. Model MLS Rules set forth in the IBP.  [See 12.19.22].
4. Should listings displayed on a VOW from sources other than the operative MLS be required to be searched separately from the operative MLS?  If yes, then no changes are necessary to the revised C.A.R. Model MLS Rules set forth in the IBP.  [See 12.19.23].

5. Should VOW Operators/AVPs be required to execute a license agreement with the MLS?  If yes, then no changes are necessary to the revised C.A.R. Model MLS Rules set forth in the IBP.  [See 12.19.24].

6. Should a listing broker be required to provide a copy of a Seller’s Opt Out (where seller has requested listing or address of listing not to appear on the Internet) to the MLS within 48 hours?  If yes, then no changes are necessary to the revised C.A.R. Model MLS Rules set forth in the IBP.  [See 12.19.25].
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